CON.
live of the king; nor (2.) against the common law; nor (3.) against the statute law; nor (4.) against any custom of the realm. All which appeaveth by the said statute : And this (Coke says) was hut an affirmance of what was "before the said statute ; for it was held before, that if a canon, be against the law of the land, the Bishop ought to obey the commandment of the king, according to the law of the land. 12 Co. 72.
The clergy having continued to tax themselves in convocation as aforesaid, these assemblies were regularly kept tip till the act of the 13 Charles II. c.4.was passed when the clergy gave their last subsidy: it being then judged more advantageous to continue the taxing them by way of a land tax and poll tax, as it had been in the time of the long parliament during the civil -wars. Gilb. Exch. 66.
And in the year 1664, by a private agreement between Sheldon Archbishop and the Lord Chancellor Clarendon and other the king's ministers, it was concluded, that the clergy should silently waive the privilege of taxing their own body, and permit themselves to be included in the money bills prepared by the Commons. And this hath made convocations unnecessary to the crown, and inconsiderable in themselves. 2 Warn. 611, 612.
And since that time the clergy have been allowed to vote in chasing knights of the shire, as other freeholders, which in former times they did not. Johns. 150.
And from that time the convocation hath never passed any synodical act; and from thenceforth until the year 1700, for the most part they were only called, and very rarely did so much as meet together in a full body, and with the usual solemnity. It is true that during the remainder of King Charles the Second's reign, when the office of prolocutor was void by death or promotion, so many of the lower house came together as were thought sufficient to chuse a new one; and those members that were about the town commonly met, during parliament, once a week, had prayers read, and were formally continued till the parliament was dissolved, and the convocation together with it. And in King James the Second's time, the writs issued out of course, but the members did not meet. In the year 1689, after the accession of King